Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



-'■■..II. g-t.s,-.:? 

HARVARD COLLECE LIBRARY 




FROM THE 

ffajn^c Schmcmannjadisori 

FUND 
FOR THE PUKCHA^E OF BOOKS ON 

Social WfeiFARE <S£ Moral Philosmw 



cavEN IN HONOROF HB mMNTCTMEiR aMPuarr 

SNCERITYANDFEARUSSNESS 



O-^ro 



/tM 



'S'r 



J 



AN 



AFFECTIONATE SALUTATION, 



? 



&c. 



/ 




WhrntbU sheet tedonesp vlth •^HimU •« 0«^l iHmUtrf, 
Ac. luhoiad follow Pam T«, 8io« F. 



AW 



Affectionate Salutatiott 



TO THE 



MINISTERS AND ELDERS 



OV ISB 



SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 







-tJ 



BT THB A^TilOB OV 
CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE, &C. BRIEFLY CONSIDERED* 



YORK: 



PEIVTBD BT W. ALBZABD^ AMD SOB, CASTLBOATB. 

1826. 



C%34-t- i46.2w5 



HARVARD 

UNIVERSITY' 

LIBRARY 

NOV 251941 



i 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following remarks, though the result of many yean 
observation and solid consideration, are sabmltted to those 
whom they may concern, with feelings, not of doabt, bat yet 
of diffidence, knowing how liable all of us are to err. The 
author, therefore, does not wish them to have any infloence 
beyond that which may arise from the pore, unbiassed, an- 
flattering witness for Tmth, alPiinga seal to htoobser? atiom. 

M hen attached to his former ** Hints on GosrsL Minis- 
try/* &c. they may be considered as a sopplenicnt to them. 
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AFFECTIONATE SALUTATION, 



** Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from abov&^ and 
conieth down from the Father of Lights.'* Jam, i. 17. 



My DeAB Fkiends! 

Often has my mind been introduced into 
serious coiraideralion on the subject of this 
observation^ in reference to llie gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, as described by another apostle, 
jRom. xii. 6-8. and Cor, xii. 4-^. both in rela* 
tion to the direct terms of the important 
passage ivhich precedes this address, and 
also to the inverse of the proposition it con- 
tains, which may be stated thus: ^^ Every 
gift that Cometh down from above^ and is 
from the Father of Lights, is good and 
perJecL'^ 
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6 AN AFFECTIONATE 

It may be conceived that these positions 
apply Tvitfa peculiar emphasis to the gifts uf 
Gospel Ministry; but perhaps a due consider- 
ation of their import may show, that they bear 
with much greater weight on other gifts in the 
church, than may, in many cases, have been 
supposed ; and hence that tiiey deeply con- 
cern us who are delegated to the important 
statiou of elders — ^a class on whom it more im- 
mediately devolves to judge of the nature 'of 
gifts and offerings; — a charge which may 
not only apply to judging of the offerings of 
others, but which deeply involves the exercise 
of our own respective gifts. 

It is not in a feeling of any thing approach- 
ing to censure, on any class, that a feeble 
individual is engaged thus to salute you ; but 
under an humbling sense of the need in 
which be stauds of improving by the hints, 
which, in tender gospel solicitude, be now 
submits to your consideration* 

Permit me then, my beloved Friends, io 
remind you, that to be *^ perfect,'' it will be 
obvious that ^' every gift,'' of whatever nature, 
must be pure; and that to be pure, it must be 
unmixed and without alloy. Convinced as 
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you may be of these truths, perhaps some 
sources, which, if not, carefully obstructed, 
must inevitably supply more or less of the 
unsaNPctified influience of creatutely will; or 
affections, may not have been so fully con- 
templated by us all, in this important view, 
as their nature and tendency demand. 

• • *. » 

« 

If "every gift which is from above is per- 
fectj^ does it not follow that every perfect 
gift, as it is preserved in purity, must bear the 
heavenly impression of ^'Holiness io the 
Lord." In other words, what do we appre- 
hend constitutes the different degrees of clear- 
ness and decision, concerning the exercise of 
our respective gifts, whatever they may be, but 
the presence or absence of any mixture oifAifd^ 
will, wisdom, or affections of the creaturePFor; 
though these gifts, like the stars in the firma« 
ment of heaven, may be of different degrees 
of magnitude, yet, like them, those of the first 
magnitude may be obscured ; while, on the 
other hand, if nothing intercepts their light, 
the smallest shine with unclouded rays; so that, 
spiritual beholders may as clearly discern 
them, whether larger or smaller, to be 
heavenly gifts, as the outward eye can per- 
ceive those luminaries, according to their 
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respective degrees of magnitude, to be stars 
in the expanse of heaven* 

The carnal will and affections of man stand 
opposed to the operations of Grace, until 
reduced and brought under subjection to this 
heavenly influence ; and we learn from the 
experience of many, if not of all, who have 
recorded the dealings of the Lord with them, 
before they have been employed by Him to 
speak in his Name, that these holy requirings 
have been presented to their view, (so it was 
even with Moses and other prophets of sacred 
writ,) very deeply in the cross to their natural 
wills and inclinations. Heiice an appre- 
hension may have obtained with some, not 
only that such requisitions must originnf e in 
something superior to the will of the creature, 
but that, on all occasions, they must ever be 
in the cross to that will; yet in order to per- 
ceive how far this idea is just and applicable, 
let us examine the grounds of the opposition 
which the creature feels, against this inward 
and spiritual work of the Great Creator. 

Those who duly consider their own frame, 
and the constitution of man, will not find it 
difficult to conceive, that this opposition resl& 
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on very different groonds, Vfiih individuals 
actuated by widely different natural dispdsi- 
tions; though, in every case, resolvable into 
this one general cause — ^the opposition of the 
creature to the will of the Creator. Several 
tributary sources may combine in the same 
individual to form one united stream of 
opposition ; but it is not needful for the pre- 
sent purpose to specify many of them. Let us 
select one for example — a disposition prone 
to self will, and that feels resolutely opposed 
to bending and yielding to the simplicity 
of manifested duty. Let us suppose this to 
be the predominant source of opposition to 
the acceptance of the proffered gift. Are we 
to conclude that this opposition, though in a 
reduced measure, must and should on all 
occasions present itself, that the individual 
may at all times exercise the gift under the 
cross ? Can we, on mature relBection, imagine 
that such an opposition has any tendency to 
render the offerings more pure, than they 
would be under a feeling of perfect acqui- 
escence, and resignation to become any thing 
or MOTHiNG in the Divine Hand ? 

Again, let us suppose that i>ride, that pre* 
dominant passion in the human breast, either 
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from our uhMrillingiiess to become fools ftir 
Christ's sake, or in some of its manifest 
deceitful \irorking8 in the heart, may erect 
the strong barrier by which nature resists the 
proffered gift, or the progress of complete 
self-reduction, in the exercise of it; after 
being rightly prepared and having yielded to 
open the mouth in the Name of the JLord. 
Is it desirable that Icelings of this kind 
should ever remain ? Or is it not rather desira* 
ble that they should be even so far subjected to 
Divine influence, and we become devoid of all 
creaturely activity, that it should be as the 
meat and drink of any to do our HeaTenly 
Father's will, even in that exercise of the 
pure and perfect gift, which may have been 
commenced very deeply in the cross to the 
natural desires and inclinations ? 

Perhaps enough may have been said to 
show, not only that a state should be sought 
after, wherein the cross of our own wills is 
no requisite attendant on sacrifices offered in 
the Name of the Lord ; but that, in the most 
perfect reduction of all opposing feelings, the 
^^ perfect gi/V^ may be exercised in the roost 
l^etfect state of purity, and of freedom from 
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mixture of the creature, so far as relates to 
its direct opposition to the will of the Creator. 

There is however another^ and at least an 
equally important point of view, in which it 
may be profitable for us all, to consider the 
necessity of preserving unalloyed, the purity 
of the ^'perfect gift /' knowing that without a 
scrupulous attention to' this point also, none 
of us can truly " possess the vessel in sancti" 
Jication and honour." 

The activity of the creature is at least as . 
fruitful a source of admixture with the hea- 
venly gift, as opposition to the Divine will. 
Perhaps it is even a much more dangerous 
enemy to perfect purity, in the exercise of 
the gift bestowed ; because it is more subtile 
in its operations, and therefore more liable to 
deceive ; unless a very strict vigilance be main- 
tained against its influence and incitements. 
This danger is very far from being confined 
to any distinct class of individuals. Those 
who have felt, or who still feel, an opposition in 
their minds to yielding themselves to become 
as mouths for the Lord, are by no means ex- 
empt from it. It is a danger attendaot on all, 
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and requiring the vigilance of all, to be pre« 
served from sliding into it. 

It is very possible to feel inclined to speak, 
in creaturely aclivity, and yet mistakin^lj to 
imagine that something of constraining Divine 
Influence is at work ; but a moderate exercise 
of vigilance and care may detect such a pre- 
sentation as this. The activity of the crea- 
ture, which requires a much greater portion of 
vigilance, is that which would speak unpre- 
pared, when under the feeling of Divim 
virtues-thai would obey the presentation of 
duty without attaining to that full and entire 
subjugation of self in which there is a wil- 
lingness, not only to become anj/ thing, but to 
become nothing. The latter, sometimes, i:> 
not perhaps the most easy attainment ; for, 
after experiencing deep inward exercise and 
conflict, and being brought thereby to u wil- 
lingness to become anj/ thing, there is some- 
thing in nature which at times stands not a 
little opposed to the idea of having endured 
such exercise, and after all, if the expression 
may be used, of its ending in nothing, and as 
if all was in vain and to no purpose. 

But ah ! let none be at all discouraged at 
this representation ; for such dispensation;: 
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■will he very far from being in vain to thy self y 
whoever Uiou art, if thereby thou art brought 
to taste and perceive the value of that blessed 
experience of an eminent apostle — "I die 
daily." Neither let any flinch at the avowal 
of the firm belief of a poor fellow traveller, 
that without this aUainmeut also, the " pbk- 
FECT gift'' cannot be exercised in perfect 
purity. 



% 
>» 



Hast thou never attained to this, even thou 
who mayst be young in the Lord's work ? 
Hast thou not, at times, felt all within thee so 
brought into subjection, that thou couldst 
truly say respecling these requirings : "Thy 
will, O Lord ! not mine, be done ?" so that in 
such seasons, whdrein thy submission has been 
complete, thou hast had no will, either to 
speaf or to be silent ; but simply to know and 
do the will of thy Lord. This is not only a 
safe stale, but it must be obvious that this is 
the ONLY state in which any can exercise the 
perfect gift, without any admixture of the 
creature* 

Can any therefore, even the most ex- 
perienced, expect their gifts to appear in 
unclouded brightness^ but as they continually 
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arrive at this precious attainment, in every 
offering. But how encouraging to all is it to 
believe, as vigilance and care are maintained 
to view impartially, and with a single eye, all 
presentations to speak in the name of the 
Lord, that all may atlain to faithful and 
well-timed obedience^ which will redound to 
their own solid peace and growth in the 
Truth ; and will ensure the feeling evidence 
of unity from those who are alike careful 
how they judge. 

*' Though such an entire submission is at 
times attained,'' may many be ready to say, 
'^yet ray own will revives and resists — or 
the activity of the creature again and again 
presents its offerings." — WeA, be encouraged, 
I affectionately beseech you, of every class, 
to persevere in this safe path ; and the issue 
will be your exceeding great reward. Hence 
let none be dismayed or discouraged; but 
humblingly incited to seek after the joy that 
is set before them. Dost thou think, whoever 
thou art, that the apostle who has been men* 
tioned, did not experience the same necessity 
of being renewedly humbled, and reduced to 
simple unmixed obedience, when he said : 
'' Idle daily f' Though the will— the 
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— the activity of the creature, when cut down, 
as by the sword of the Spirit, again and again 
revive ; yet as a tree which is often cut 
down, shoots out its branches with less and 
less vigour, until it ceases to put forth ; so the 
strength of the creaturely will and affections 
becomes enfeebled, the more completely our 
experience, like that of this apostle, may be : 
/ die dailj/.''' 



(( 



Hitherto the subject has been considered in 
relation to the secret operations of the mind 
and will ; but there is another, ai>d a con- 
spicuous source, from whence the ''perfect 
gift" is very liable to derive some admixture 
of imperfection. The utterance or manner of 
delivery, may operate either as a clean or an 
impure medium for conveying the heavenly 
mission. Is it not, therefore, of deep im** 
portance, that no eclipse of its lustre — no 
derogation from its -purity— should be occa- 
sioned by want of due care in this respect? 

If '^ every gift that is from above, and 
comet h* down from the Father of Lights, is 
good and perfect," is it not obvious that it 
must be the same in all its tendencies and all 
its unresisted operations ; permit, therefore, 
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in affectionate tenderness, the enquiry : What 
is the cause, in giving utterance io Divine 
requisitions, of the various imperfections of 
mode and manner, vrhich have been so ob* 
servable in many individuals of our society ? 

Let us enter upon this point under feelings 
of delicacy and great tenderness ; and in a 
disposition of kindness and allowance to- 
wards tiiose who may be sensible, that their 
own mode or manner is involved in the con- 
sideration ; — but, at the same time, let us be 
impressed with a deep feeling of the im- 
portunce of searching even these defects to 
their proper source* The case demands 
plainness and perspicuity ; and may be be^t 
treated with brevity ; permit me therefore to 
ask : Can we on serious reflection suppose, 
that unrtsisUd operations of the Divine gift, 
are calculated to produce any changes from a 
natural utterance, especially such changes a^i 
can lay no claim to being adapted to the 
solemnity and importance of speaking under 
a Divine influence. If these are not regmi- 
sitions of the Spirit of Truth, what can tliey 
be but dtfectSf and such as call for a remedy, 
particularly when they have any tendeocjr to 
turn the attention of the auditors to the 
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manner, rather than to fix upon their minds 
the matter of what is delivered. 

Let us, however, consider if another class 
of society is not as much involved in a due 
performance of duty respecting points of this 
nature, as those individuals who believe them- 
selves called upon, in any station, to speak in 
the name of the Lord. We are creatures of 
habit, and prone to imitate example. Habils 
also are sometimes acquired, almost insen- 
sibly except to observers ; though they are 
sometimes with great difficulty laid aside. 
Hence it is highly incumbent on those in an 
especial maimer, who are delegated watch- 
men and watch-women on our walls, to be 
tenderly y yet very carefully vigilant over the 
delivery of all, who think themselves called 
upon to speak in the exercise of any spi- 
ritual gifts. 

Perhaps attention to the wholesome injunc- 
tion, " Lay hands suddenly on no man," may 
have sometimes operated to prevent as early 
an extension of care on these points as would 
have been both profitable and kind. If, how- 
ever, attentions of this nature have been 
delayed, under an idea that they involved 
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a necessity either of approving or discoan- 
tenancing the offerings themselves, it has 
surely been a very mistaken apprehension. 
Whilst carefully avoiding, if the case require 
it, any such sentiment, may not very early 
tender admonition or intimation, suitably pat 
an individual on avoiding a manner that roay 
not only retard a clear judgment as to the 
offerings ; but even, so long as it continues, 
may mar if not obscure a gift, which in itself 
may prove to be good and perfect. 

Is it not also the obvious duly of elders and 
other concerned Friends, to watch in like 
manner over M iu this respect, both in the 
infancy of their gifts, or even apprehended 
gifts, and in the further progress of the (rue 
gift, as much as it is the interest and the duty 
of those who speak, to receive such hints as 
proofs of love, and to watch carefully over 
themselves, to preserve in utterance, as well as 
in more important respects, a clean and pure 
medium for conveying the heavenly mission. 

Use may have reconciled some amongst us, 
to what may be termed a ^ preaching tone ;** 
by which is not meant an easy and proper 
adaptation of the voice to the serious, solemn, 
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and peculiar duty of preaching, but an unna- 
tural manner or modulation of voice, arising 
from habit — from some mistaken view of the 
subject — or from a want of calm, submissive 
resignation to the Divine requisition. 

Can any on solid deliberation so far mis-' 
take the matter, as to imagine that any affected 
tone or modulation can give additional 
weight to a Divine commission ? Comparer the 
simple, easy utterance of those, whose voice 
in meetings may at once be recognized ; and 
whi^, free from tone, receives no other stamp 
of modulation than what the nature of the 
subject, and the simplicity of solemn feeling, 
may impress; — compare such an utterance* 
(and such may be heard amongst us) with a 
voice which, from some acquired peculiarity, 
is scarcely known till recognized as the habit 
of the individual: and, to an unprejudiced 
mind, which utterance is likely to convey 
gospel truths with the most effect? Which 
then is the most pure channel for the ^'per. 
feet gift?" 

We must be sensible that variations of 
voice may, in some instances, be neither 
affected nor acquired; but may be the spon- 
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taneous effect of conflicting feelings, under 
which the speaker is induced, from a sense of 
duty, to give vent to utterance. Here we are 
carried back to the first view of the subject. 
Conflicting feelings I . Between what?** grace 
and nature ! Divine grace operating on the 
mind, and suggesting the required sacrifice ; 
— ^and nature, not yet fully subjugated, 
though evincing a willingness to set free that 
which is bound. Much tender sympathy is 
due to diflident minds, under these conflicting 
feelings ; yet let all be encouraged to re- 
member, tliat these are not the simple effects 
of the Divine, the ^^ perfect gift.'' They are 
obviously the effects of nature not yet fully 
resigned to grace, or of grace restraining the 
activity of nature. And may it not become a 
question whether any movement is for the 
best till this conflict subsides? At least it may 
be obvious, that true and full resignatiou is 
the most likely means of preserving the ^per- 
fect gift,'' in a state of purUjf even in the 
manner ofuHtrance. 

Let no sincere traveller Zion-ward be dis- 
cuuraged at the portrait here sketched, of the 
dangers arising from this gift not being pre* 
served pure. The greater the diificulty, 
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the greater the joy of the upright ; and the 
peace of those who become simply obedient, 
will be mote ihtui commensnrafte to all the 
probations they may or can have to endure. 
Remember the injunction of our Lord : 
" What I say unto you I sajr unto all— walch." 
CoDiider bow many have made for themselves 
a long wilderness travel, which He* had never 
designed for them, for want of becoming, in 
His time, as the passive clay in his holy 
band. Let it become, therefore, the earnest 
desii^ and tiim of each, on every presentation 
of duty^ to attain to that quiet settlement, in 
which Ihete is neither desire Co speak, nor 
wish t^be silent,' but as the Lord wills :— in 
which this lahguage can be Emphatically 
adopfi^d: TiIy will bb donb. 
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As this Mate is attained, there will not only 
be command obtained over the natural powers 
of utterance ; but as this state of simplicity 
is carefully maintained in the progress of 
speaking, with due watchfulness to keep 
close to the heavenly guide, and ever to close 
with the JlowingB of life, and not in what 
may be compared to the ebbing of the tide ; 
every oflferfng will no doubt bear 'the evident 
inscription of ^^ Hcfltness to the'Lorid.** 
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The scope of these observations, besides 
their immediate applicatioD, points at an addi- 
tional and highly important duty, which 
devolves upon us a//, though in a more active 
sense, particularly on those in the station of 
Elders ; — that is, deeply to feel for and with 
those, who may not yet have made full proof 
of their ministry. 

<^ There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit.'^ Hence, if we do not feel deeply 
after true discet^ntnent from the same Spirit^ 
we may mistake the ^^ differences of adminis^ 
iration'* in ourselves or others, on the very 
ground that all proceed from ^^. the same 
Lord." Let us all, therefore, willingly be 
baptized into a true sense of these ^ diversities 
of operations." This may qualify, in cases 
in which there is danger of mistake, to give, 
by tender counsel, a right direction even to 
the true and ^^ perfect gifts" of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Without great care in this yery important 
trust, individuals who may have a precious 
gift, may be encouraged to exercise tbat 
gift in the line of ministry, which in the 
designs of unenuig wisdom ought to be 
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something else. Thus the ^^ perfect gift'' not 
being exercised in the right line of Divine 
appointment, is not unmixed and pure; and 
therefore ivill never shine forth veith un* 
clouded lustre, or evince, ivith that clearness 
i^'hich it might do, that it is ^*the same God 
ivho v^orketh all in all." 

s 

Your affectionate friend and brother, 



Wm. ALEXANDER. 



YORK, 9ih Mouthy 1826. 
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